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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT REGULATION — DIRECTOR GENERAL — 
INAUGURAL APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.06 pm]: I would like to inform the house 
that yesterday the Administrator approved the appointment of Mr Jason Banks to the inaugural position of 
director general of the Department of Environment Regulation in accordance with section 45 of the Public Sector 
Management Act. Mr Banks has been acting director general of the Department of Environment Regulation 
since it was created on 1 July last year. He has successfully led the formation of the new department from its 
inception, and I would like to acknowledge his professionalism and support in implementing the  
Liberal–National government’s initiative and driving a range of government reforms to streamline approvals 
processes while ensuring best practice in environmental protection. Mr Banks has implemented changes that 
reduce red tape for industry, farmers and land managers. He has overseen improvements to controlled waste 
regulations and adjustments to native vegetation clearing rules to streamline processes. He is well placed to 
guide continued improvements. 

Mr Banks has extensive management experience and has worked for more than two decades in a range of state 
government agencies. Mr Banks was the chief executive officer and coordinator of energy at the Office of 
Energy and in this role was instrumental in coordinating the state government’s response to the June 2008 
explosion at the Varanus Island gas processing plant. He has also worked as a senior adviser with the 
Department of State Development and as a management consultant with the Public Sector Commission. He 
began his career as a police officer with WA Police and went on to serve as a detective. 

With his substantial management and regulation experience, I am confident Mr Banks will provide strong 
leadership in setting the future direction of the department. His significant abilities will ensure the department’s 
success as it continues work to streamline regulations, improve communication with industry and landowners 
and implement strategies to ensure the state’s enviable environmental standards are maintained and enhanced.  
I congratulate Mr Banks on his appointment and look forward to continuing to work with him as he leads this 
important department tasked with delivering a healthy environment for all Western Australians.  
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